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National attention

Washington, D.C., groups focus on apprenticeship program

By Brent Engel, Public Relations Officer

Tom Branham, a participant of the NECAC weatherization apprenticeship program, loads insulation before going out to work on a home.

A job training apprenticeship program developed by
NECAC for its newly hired home weatherization employees has attracted the attention of two national
organizations.
NECAC Deputy Director for Housing Development
Programs Carla Potts has shared the development of
the program with the National Association of State
Community Service Programs and the National Community Action Partnership. Both are headquartered in
Washington, D.C.
With a $1.2 trillion national increase in funding to
the weatherization program through the bi-partisan
infrastructure bill approved by Congress last November, Community Action Agencies and other nonprofits are gearing up and adding new employees.
Missouri expects to receive $73 to $80 million of
the additional funds, with NECAC’s projected share
at $4.5 million. The agency projects adding 30 employees to do work at an estimated 500 additional
homes in the agency’s 12 counties starting in July.
“It is an honor for NECAC that these national organizations see us as a leader in our field, said NECPlease see Apprenticeship, Page 2

Woman grateful after her
family flees a ‘dark place’
Leah Brown credits God and NECAC for helping her to get out
of what she calls a “dark place.”
“Brown” is an alias the woman is using out of fear for her safety, but the circumstances of the physical and emotional abuse she
suffered are all too real. She and her children are moving to one
of the 12 counties NECAC serves.
“I just feel so blessed,” Brown said. “I have a sense of peace I
haven’t felt in a long, long time. You guys opened the door for
me. God turned our lives around because of you guys.”
NECAC is providing the family with rent assistance as well as
working on other needs. Once settled, Brown plans to get a job.
“I’m just so thankful,” she said. “I’m just ‘Wow.’ God worked
a miracle I needed. He took me out of that dark place and put me
where he wanted me to be.”
The stress of the physical and mental anguish that Brown endured finally caused her to seek help late last year.
“It drained me,” she recalled. “It was a heavy weight.”
Family members provided support and Brown recommitted
Please see Client, Page 2
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NECAC Pike County Service Coordinator Penny Dixon receives
a donation from Al Himmelsbach during the 22nd annual
Hardee’s Rise & Shine for Heat fund-raiser Feb. 11. NECAC
volunteers also collected donations at restaurants in Lincoln and
St. Charles counties. Proceeds from sales of $1 sausage and egg
biscuits will benefit utility assistance programs. The event was
organized by Heat Up St. Louis and covered 40 Missouri and
Illinois counties. A total of $650,000 was raised, and biscuit preorders already are being accepted for 2023. More photos, Page 4.

Apprenticeship program draws national attention
Continued from Page 1

-CAC President and Chief Executive Officer Don Patrick. “Both Deputy Director Potts and NECAC Weatherization Program Director Joe
Findley are doing terrific work to prepare our agency for the expansion
of our weatherization program in the coming months.”
The program was developed by Potts in partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor, Missouri Department of Labor, Northeast Missouri
Workforce Development Board, and Pike-Lincoln Technical Center.
The goal is to provide newly hired weatherization employees with
skills that will allow them to work in a variety of construction and energy job fields. It also is a way to reassure other non-profit weatherization agencies that they’re developing top qualified employees in the
challenging labor market.
Potts said she was asked to make the presentations to the national
organizations because the apprentice program is a good example of an
innovative response to barriers non-profit weatherization agencies will
face in hiring so many new people. She calls it a “practical approach to
meeting challenges of expanding weatherization programs.” The two
national organizations will share and promote the program with more
than 1,000 member agencies across the country.
The NECAC effort began in March 2021. So far, four apprentice employees have been hired and trained, and the number is expected to rise.
The program consists of 144 hours of classroom learning and 2,000
hours of on-the-job education. Upon completion, participants will earn a
Department of Labor certification as a home performance laborer.
Northeast Workforce Development will recruit potential employees
from schools and vocational programs.

By Brent Engel, Public Relations Officer
NECAC Apprenticeship Program participant Clintan Caldwell
looks over doors to be used as part of the weatherization home
repair program.

Waiting list to be closed for rent assistance in 11 counties
NECAC announced it is closing the
application waiting list March 15 for a
low-income rent-assistance program.
The move covers 11 of 12 counties
where the agency contractually administers the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) Section 8
Voucher Rent-Assistance Program. The
waiting list in St. Charles County is not
affected.
The waiting list has accepted applications since May 1, 2020, in Lewis, Macon, Marion, Monroe, Montgomery,
Pike, Ralls, Randolph, Shelby and War-

ren counties.
NECAC Section 8 Rent-Assistance
Programs Director Dianna Clair said the
list is being closed because the number
of applications has reached maximum
service levels for the next two years.
The program provides partial rent payments for low to moderate income residents. Payments are made directly to
private landlords for income-qualifying
families and individuals on houses,
apartments or mobile homes.
Qualifying applicants receive a
voucher that pays a portion of partici-

Client is grateful
for NECAC help

Coat campaign benefits
Warren County needy
It’s tough to see people go without proper
winter attire, so Desiree Antoniou did something about it.
The NECAC Warren County Service Coordinator began a campaign to collect new and
used coats for all ages.
The need was apparent immediately. A partner that NECAC works with donated 18 coats.
Within two hours, they had been distributed.
“There are a lot of people in Warren County
who are struggling,” Antoniou said. “This is
one more way we can help.”
Coat donations have come from groups and
individuals. Antoniou asks that used garments
be clean. In addition to coats, the NECAC
Warren County Service Center has a food
pantry and operates two Feed Your Neighbor
food boxes in Warrenton.

pants’ rent depending upon the tenant’s
income, number of bedrooms in the unit
and the area’s fair-market rent. The rest
is paid by the tenant. NECAC inspects
the units initially and annually to insure
they meet HUD Housing Quality Standards and local zoning standards for safe
and clean conditions.
NECAC has been operating the program for more than 40 years. The agency
administers more than 1,850 in the 11
counties. It also oversees 650 vouchers in
St. Charles County in partnership with
the St. Charles County government.
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By Desiree Antoniou, Service Coordinator

A rack of donated coats at the
NECAC Warren County Service
Center.

herself to God. At church service not long
ago, she stepped forward to the altar and
asked for prayers. It felt like the weight of the
world had been lifted.
“God pulled me out of it,” she said. “He
gave me my joy back.”
In addition to rent assistance, NECAC provides life skills classes and offers other programs that can help struggling people get
back on their feet.
Brown has a bright outlook. Though the
memories are painful, she counts her blessings and is optimistic about her family’s future.
Things “have to get better,” she said. “They
can only go up from here.”

Simulations return after two-year COVID absence
The shock never seems to diminish,
even among participants who deal with
disadvantaged people each day.
NECAC has returned to offering poverty simulations and Reality Enrichment
And Life Lessons (REALL) programs
in schools and for community organizations after a two-year suspension due to
COVID concerns.
The first event was for Bowling
Green school district educators on Feb.
11. Additional programs have already
been scheduled for Westran High
School in Huntsville and Academy of
the Sacred Heart in St. Charles.
Poverty Simulations offer a chance to
see how many people live from day to
day. Participants spend a few hours
playing the roles of families and individuals facing economic and medical
hardships — all while going to work or
school, arranging transportation or
babysitting, and meeting other obligations.

“The poverty simulation can help
people understand the hardships and the
difficulties faced when they are trying
to survive on very low incomes,” said
NECAC Randolph County Service Coordinator Patsy Redding. “It can be
overwhelming.”
REALL is similar with one huge difference. Participants start out portraying
people who did not finish high school
and are struggling to get by. They then
are given a new identity that includes a
high school or college education and a
good job. The idea is to give students a
chance to view how important education is to success in life.
“It really puts things into perspective
and gives them some real world experiences and a better idea of what to expect in the future,” said NECAC Shelby
County Service Coordinator Lisa
Blickhan.

By Brent Engel, Public Relations Officer

Bowling Green Elementary teacher Ryan Schlender reacts in shock as he’s “arrested” by NECAC’s Crystal Bliss during a poverty simulation
Feb. 11. Schlender portrayed a girl who got into
a fight with another teenager.

Monroe County food pantry
will provide ‘more options’

By Mary DeOrnellis

NECAC Monroe County Service Coordinator Shelby DeOrnellis
with items available on the first day of her food pantry.

Shelby DeOrnellis wants to make sure her neighbors have
enough to eat.
The NECAC Monroe County Coordinator recently started a
food pantry at the service center at 314 N. Washington in Paris to
meet her goal.
“I saw the need,” she said. “I felt like there needed to be more
options for people.”
There are food programs in Monroe County and NECAC maintains two “Feed Your Neighbor” food boxes in Monroe City, with
plans to put up one in Madison.
DeOrnellis recalled a man whose family was staying at a motel
because he couldn’t find any other adequate shelter.
“He said ‘It’s hard to keep food in a hotel refrigerator and try to
get enough to feed a family,’” she said. “This time of year, it can
be very hard.”
Having grown up in Monroe County, DeOrnellis knows it’s
difficult for many disadvantaged people to make the trip to grocery stores in Paris or Monroe City.

Food collection part of third-grader’s
continued effort to help disadvantaged
Madi Weatherford has spent half her
life helping those in need.
Since she was four, the Hannibal dynamo has been doing service projects to
aid the disadvantaged. Her latest endeavor was collecting and donating nonperishable food to the NECAC Ralls
County food pantry.
Madi and her parents drove around
picking up products Jan. 8 and 9 after a
post on her Facebook page. County
Market and Walmart, along with dozens
of contributors, helped with the project.
It isn’t the first Madi has stepped up.
She’s raised money and organized vari-

ous community projects. More information is available at Madi’s Kindness
Project on Facebook.
NECAC Ralls County Service Coordinator Stephanie Dunker revitalized the
pantry in December, and sees a daily
average of two requests for help.
With the help of Madi’s Kindness
Projects, we were able to expand the
food pantry,” Dunker said. “Her efforts,
time and donations have enabled us to
serve 64 adults and 36 children in January and February alone. Her awareness
has further brought in donations from
outside of the community.”

By Brent Engel, Public Relations Officer

Eight-year-old Madi Weatherford helps NECAC
Ralls County Service Coordinator Stephanie
Dunker sort food that Weatherford and her
family collected.
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More from Rise & Shine

By Tiffanie Anthes, Intake Assistant

NECAC Randolph County Service Coordinator Patsy Redding got a
surprise one recent morning when she arrived at work to find that someone had fully stocked the Feed Your Neighbor food pantry. NECAC
operates similar outdoor pantries in seven other counties, with plans to
eventually have them available in all 12.

Many NECAC volunteers helped with the Feb. 11 Hardee’s Rise & Shine
for Heat fundraiser, which will provide dollars for utility assistance in St.
Charles, Lincoln, Warren and Pike counties. Pictured, clockwise from top
left, are Lincoln County Service Coordinator Janice Allan, Warren County Service Coordinator Desiree Antoniou, NECAC Lincoln County Board
Member Curtissa Kerr-Hunter with Lincoln County Administrative Assistant Heather Burnett and a NECAC-sponsored electronic billboard on
Interstate 70 at the Mid Rivers Mall exit in St. Charles County.

New at
NECAC
Carmen Ford
Housing Counselor

Brandon Warren
Weatherization Tech

NECAC is contractually required to publish the following: “This program is funded 100% at $100 with federal funds received from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) as provided by the Missouri Department of Social Services, Family Support Division.”
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